FRENCH   POLITICAL THOUGHT
confessed, and Jules Favre declared there was nothing more to
be done in politics. Four months later the Third Republic was
proclaimed and the Emperor was a prisoner in German hands.
The work of national defence fell mainly to Favre and
Gambetta, the latter becoming before the end a virtual dictator
and endeavouring to continue, long after further struggle had
become hopeless, a war to which he had been originally opposed.
But disaster on disaster ultimately forced on the most ardent
patriots the Treaty of Frankfort, and the time came for the
necessary work of Republican reconstruction,
The first few years had perforce to be devoted to the task of
constitution building, and this in a National Assembly in which
predominated a Royalist opinion x which for the last twenty
years had seemed for ever restricted to a mere handful of
irreconcilable Legitimists and Orleanists. How the hope of
a Royalist restoration caused the Assembly to build a system
modelled on that of England, in which the King's functions
as a constitutional monarch were to be temporarily exercised
by a President chosen by both Houses of Parliament; how
the Republican label had to be accepted because of Royalist
divisions between two rival candidates to the Throne; how the
political situation soon became a race between the growing
Republican opinion and the movement towards Royalist unity;
how the victory, apparently won by the latter, was thrown
away by the pretender's refusal to substitute the Tricolour for
the White Lilies of the Bourbons—is it not told in every text-
book ? It may indeed seem strange that the political destinies
of a country should have hung on a mere symbol—but few
Royalists except a handful of diehards believed in any other
but a strictly Parliamentary Monarchy on Orleanist lines, of
which the Tricolour had always been the emblem, while the
whole army was known to be violently hostile to a flag that was
associated only with the humiliating return of Louis XVIII. in
the baggage-wagons of the victorious enemies of France. " If
the White Flag were raised against the Tricolour," said the
1 There were, roughly, 400 Monarchists to 200 Republicans and 30
Revolutionaries. A number of by-elections increased the strength of the
Republicans, but they remained a minority until 1876.
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